PREFACE

A WORD as to the origin and purpose of the follow-
ing pages. Three out of the four chapters dealing
exclusively with Lord Morley's published works
were written, and duly appeared in periodicals, in
his own lifetime. They were fortunate in winning
from him words of commendation, and he at one
time expressed a desire for their republication.
One of them (Chapter VII.) was, indeed, as is ex-
plained on page 62, to have been the starting-point
in a common literary venture of his and mine. So
much may be said by way of excuse, if excuse be
needed, for their republication in the present book,
The three chapters of reminiscences stand on
a different footing. They were written and, in the
case of two of them, published some months
after Lord Morley's death, and would probably
never have been written at all, had I not been
impressed by the one-sided and partial character
of the many " appreciations" written by others
after that mournful event. And by partial I mean
either idolatrous* or iconoclastic. Untempered

* I except the felicitous study by Mr. Birrell which
appeared in the pages of the Empire Review, a study by an
intimate friend which maintained an admirable equipoise of
judgment.
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